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Stratigraphical geology had its rise in 
those old mining regions of Germany, the 

* Address of the Vice-President and Chairman of 
Section E of the American A ssociation for the Ad- 
vancement of Science, given at the New York meet- 
ing, June, 1900. 

The field work on which the above paper is based 
was done under both the TJ. S. Geological Survey and 
the New York State Geological Survey. All the data 
under the authority of the latter and here drawn 
upon have been printed. For permission to use 
much unpublished matter belonging to the former 
acknowledgments are here respectfully made to the 
Hon. Charles D. Walcott, Director. 
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so that it may be distributed to those most en- 
titled to it, and placed on sale like other gov- 
ernment publications. 

E. W. Allen. 
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DISCUSSION AND CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE INTERNATIONAL CATALOGUE OP SCIENTIFIC 

LITEEATTJEE. 

To the Editoe op Science : The following 
criticism has been sent to me of the last sched- 
ule published by the Royal Society for the In- 
ternational Catalogue : 

' ' Take for example, paleontology, the intro- 
duction states that the zoological subdivisions 
are identical with those of the zoological scheme, 
but so hasty is the compilation that the old 
scheme of three years ago has been republished 
quite forgetful of the fact that it was long since 
given up and replaced by a totally different 
one. Had one ever classified titles by this 
scheme, the complete want of accord would 
have at once appeared. On p. 14 of the zo- 
ological scheme is a half page of misprints, 
which could not have been overlooked had the 
scheme served for experiments, 'Fauna and 
Flora ' stands as a division of human anatomy, 
evidently through some carelessness of copy- 
ing ; topics are wanting in abundance and the 
same topic recurs 3 or even 4 times. Indeed in 
spite of all the good counsel given and the two 
years that have been taken, these last schemes 
simply swarm with errors, from fundamental 
ones to mere careless misprints * * *." 

It hardly seems possible that this schedule, 
so regardless of the best principles of biblio- 
graphical work, and so illogical in its classifica- 
tion can receive the general support which is 
necessary to make it a financial success. We 
all welcome the idea of international co-opera- 
tion as the only means out of the impasse of 
over crowded literature, but before we can com- 
bine we must have put before us a scheme 
which is practicable. 

Henby F. Osbobn. 

the callosities upon horses' legs. 
To the Editor op Science : I shall feel 
very much obliged to any of your readers who 
will furnish me with any hypotheses concerning 
the origin of the callosities upon the legs of 
horses and mules, and upon the fore-legs of 



